viii | such as inaugurating a journal of criticism consist of? What did it entail as an intellectual as well as a practical matter? What did it imply regarding our attitude toward the received state of knowledges from and about the Caribbean? If beginnings always presuppose prior beginnings, how were we to mark our departures from, as well as our continuities with, these former-formative-beginnings? How were we to establish a freeing independence from these pasts, our inheritances, which could nevertheless constitute an agonistic, quarrelsome recognition of our continuous debt to them?
To be sure, I don't mean to suggest here that there is any novelty in this attitude toward beginnings. Readers of the late Edward Said will no doubt remember the seminal book in which he takes up precisely this theme of the relationship of criticism (or of writing, more generally) to the idea of beginnings.
2 For Said, the problem of beginnings was of central-indeed of animating-concern to the proper practice of criticism. This is because beginnings ("a general term covering a large variety of scattered occasions"
3 ) condense a number of intersecting issues, values, and concepts-among them language, creativity, intention, authority, style, authenticity, mimesis, time, conjuncture, and so on. Beginnings imply undertaking, entering a field, intervention, and therefore the self-conscious, reflective marking of a difference.
Beginnings are enabling: they are creative and critical; they open up cognitive space. So that for Said, famously, there was an important distinction to be drawn between the concern with "beginnings" and the concern with "origins," the former, in contrast with the latter, being an always situated, and therefore historicizable, activity. But beginnings are also recursive, conserving, connected to the pasts from which they take their leave and measure their distance.
Capturing the essential paradox, Said offered the view that beginning "ultimately implies return and repetition rather than simple linear accomplishment"; a beginning "not only creates but is its own method because it has intention. In short, beginning is making or producing difference; but-and here is the great fascination in the subject-difference which is the result of combining the already-familiar with the fertile novelty of human work in language." "radicalism is nothing more nor less than a sustained application of thought to the matters that concern us deeply. We begin at a position free of restrictive doctrine; we shall arrive wherever our own uninhibited thinking carries us." 6 In general, New World Quarterly opened its pages to a range of material, but perhaps most distinctively it sought to explore the disjuncture between the political and economic dimensions of the new sovereignty, and to do this in an idiom and vocabulary attentive to the specificity of the Caribbean's formative colonial history.
And memorably, what emerged from this work of reason was the figure of the "plantation" as a Above all, it barely survived the floodgates of island independence." perhaps emblematic of how he sought to alter the frame of Caribbean studies. 13 On the one hand, Smith's pluralism model was too rigidly "structural" and "classificatory" and therefore "static," and consequently it paid insufficient attention to cultural process, in particular, the dynamic intercultural process of "creolization." On the other hand, Best's social science model of the plantation was too preoccupied with the external relations of exploitation and dependence (the "outer plantation"); what it neglected as a consequence were the "inscapes" of our cultural reality, the "inner plantation" of vernacular institutions and practices: "cores and kernels, resistant local forms; roots, stumps, survival rhythms; growing points." 14 What
Brathwaite sought was a mode of investigation that combined, as he said, the "social arts" with the social sciences. As a journal project, Savacou came to an end with its 1977 special edition "Caribbean Woman," as the left cultural-political project entered its terminal crisis. Beginnings are paradoxical; beginnings-again no less so. Beginnings institute, and doing so they presuppose intentions and offer us ends, however provisional; they project possibility, but they also open us to chance and contingency, and to opportunities only made visible in the
To my mind, these two journal projects taken together-New

